
1. The University of Minnesota has a connection to a slave holder, William Aiken. When the U fell
on hard times, Aiken loaned money to assist in its reopening. In 1850s slavery was accepted 
even by the right-thinking Minnesotans. What if the university would have never accepted that 
money? Would we accept it today?

2. How did the law school play a part in the education of Black men and how were they viewed in 
the community?

3. What was Charlotte Crump referring to when she penned the article named, This Free North?

4. What was the relationship of the community and how did they support UMN Black students 
and Black guests that came to campus, namely Hallie Q. Brown in St. Paul and Phyllis 
Wheatley Settlement House in North Minneapolis? Both organizations continue to serve the 
communities they are in, how can we support those organizations?

5. Plessy v. Ferguson did not mandate separate but equal—it permitted it; what does that 
mean? How did Lotus Coffman interpret Plessy v. Ferguson? What are the consequences 
of his actions?

6. What is the significance of mentors for students then and today? What is your responsibility?

7. In summer of 1902 the first civil rights organization, African American Council, held a
convention in St. Paul. In attendance were notables such as Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. 
DuBois, and Ida B. Wells. Why did they choose Minnesota? How did Minnesota become the 
lightning rod for the same issues, being discussed in 1902, that are front and center in 2020?
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communities they are in, how can we support those organizations?

5. Plessy v. Ferguson did not mandate separate but equal—it permitted it; what does that 
mean? How did Lotus Coffman interpret Plessy v. Ferguson? What are the consequences 
of his actions?

6. What is the significance of mentors for students then and today? What is your responsibility?

7. In summer of 1902 the first civil rights organization, African American Council, held a
convention in St. Paul. In attendance were notables such as Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. 
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8. In 1946, Forrest O. Wiggins was the first Black professor at UMN, in the Philosophy 
department. Because of his political views, Wiggins was denied tenure by the administration 
despite the support from his department and colleagues. How do the same issues play 
out today?

9. Dr. Josie R. Johnson was the first Black Regent, 1971–1973. She took the issues of hiring and 
promoting Black staff and faculty to the Board of Regents. Johnson wanted to raise aware-
ness of these issues so leaders could take the necessary steps to support healthy practices 
and policies. In some ways those issues continue to exist at UMN today; what steps should 
departments/hiring committees take to combat this disparity for Black faculty and staff?

10. During a period in the 1960s known as the Black Power movement, students brought Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and others like Stokely Carmichael to campus. These activists were 
blamed for fueling the students to take direct action, such as the Morrill Hall Takeover, with 
their seven demands. Protests were taking hold across the country. How do you think current 
activists like the Black Lives Matter movement affect and influence students? How can you 
support them?

11. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in 1968. To honor Dr. King, Black students 
put together a list of seven demands and, with some negotiations, they helped establish the 
Black Studies department and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Program. In addition, the Black 
Student Union was formed to serve Black students. What do you think will happen as a result 
of George Floyd’s murder? How do you anticipate students reacting? How can you support 
Black students?

12. One of the demands was to establish a board to review the UMN Athletics department’s 
policies toward Black students. What is the current state of Black athletes? What’s working? 
What’s not? What bold steps can be taken to make a difference?

Please continue to use this documentary to educate on University of Minnesota history to 
understand the current times so that collectively we can be agents for change. The documentary 
can be accessed at www.tpt.org/this-free-north

This documentary was created in partnership with University of Minnesota and Twin Cities 
Public Television. If you have questions, please contact MCSE@umn.edu.


